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Itâ€™s boys vs. girls when the noisiest, most talkative, and most competitive fifth graders in history

challenge one another to see who can go longer without talking. Teachers and school

administrators are in an uproar, until an innovative teacher sees how the kidsâ€™ experiment can

provide a terrific and unique lesson in communication. In No Talking, Andrew Clements portrays a

battle of wills between some spunky kids and a creative teacher with the perfect pitch for elementary

school life that made Frindle an instant classic.
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Not all Andrew Clements novels are created equal, and that's a fact. I mean, don't get me wrong.

This is true of most children's authors. But sometimes I feel that with Clements, he's always

readable. Even if you feel that one book of his is better than another, that doesn't mean that kids

aren't going to read them all equally like mad. I maintain the paperback fiction portion of the

children's room in which I work, so I've seen firsthand the levels of sheer maniacal energy that go

into keeping that area stocked. Turn around for two seconds and FOOM! There go all your copies of

Frindle, The Landry News, and Lunch Money. And while I've always kind of enjoyed Clements,

none of his books really struck me as something I would have liked to have read when I was a kid.



Then I picked up "No Talking". Oh brother, oh sister, oh me, oh my. This. Book. Is. Great. Yes, it

has a little bit of learning. A teensy bit of a moral stuffed in there. But to me, this is Clements at the

top of his game. Tapping into the essential rivalries that exist between boys and girls, this book is

just pure fun and that's a fact. A must read for Clements fans and an enjoyable jaunt for the rest of

us.Let me tell you a little something about the fifth-graders of Laketon Elementary. The teachers

there call them The Unshushables for a reason.
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